
Was a complete building permit application filed prior to 1/1/09, OR 
prior to 4/1/09 for construction of one home, or homes on lots created by parcel map? 

GREEN BUILDING REQUIREMENTS 

YES 

Exempt from 
Green Building  

NO 
Is the project a new building*, or first-time tenant improvement ≥ 10,000 sq. ft.? 

YES 
Is the project a registered historic site or agricultural accessory building? 

NO 

YES 

NO 

* A new building is a structure with a 
roof supported by columns/walls but:  
• It does not mean remodels/

conversions of or additions to an 
existing legally constructed 
building, unless the additions 
create new units, or second units.  

• If reconstruction of a legal building 
exceeds 50% of it’s market value, it 
is subject to these requirements.    
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Disclaimer– This is 
only a summary. 

Review the ordinance 
for more information.  

Project Type Building permit filed between 1/1/09 to 1/1/10 Building permit filed 1/1/10 on 

Residential <  5 units 

  

· 15% more energy efficient than Title 24 2005 CA Energy Efficiency Standards 
· Recycle/reuse ≥  50% of non-hazardous construction/demolition debris by weight 
· Install smart irrigation controller 
· For single-family & duplex, plant two 15-gallon trees (1 drought-tolerant). For multi-family, plant 
one 15-gallon tree per 5,000 sq ft developed area (50% drought-tolerant).  Existing trees (any 
species) ≥ 6” diameter count toward required tree planting. 

 ← Refer to requirements for 
building permits filed between 
1/1/2009 and 1/1/2010 

Residential ≥  5 units 
  

  

· 15% more energy efficient than Title 24 2005 CA Energy Efficiency Standards 
· Recycle/reuse ≥  65% of non-hazardous construction/demolition debris by weight 
· Install smart irrigation controller 
· For single-family & duplex, plant two 15-gallon trees (1 drought-tolerant). For multi-family, plant 
one 15-gallon tree per 5,000 sq ft developed area (50% drought-tolerant). Existing trees (any 
species) ≥ 6” diameter count toward required tree planting. 

· Install high-efficiency toilets 

LEED, Green Point Rated or 
California Green Builder 
certification or equivalent 
  

  

Non-residential, hotels/motels, 
lodging houses, or mixed-use, 
with < 10,000 sq. ft. floor area 

· 15% more energy efficient than Title 24 2005 CA Energy Efficiency Standards 
· Recycle/reuse ≥  50% of non-hazardous construction/demolition debris by weight 
· Install smart irrigation controller 
· Plant three 15-gallon trees per 10,000 sq ft developed area (65% drought-tolerant).  Existing trees 
(any species) ≥ 6” diameter count toward required tree planting. 

 ← Refer to requirements for 
building permits filed between 
1/1/2009 and 1/1/2010 

Non-residential, hotels/motels, 
lodging houses, or mixed-use, 
≥ 10,000 sq. ft. floor area and 
< 25,000 sq. ft. 

· 15% more energy efficient than Title 24 2005 CA Energy Efficiency Standards 
· Recycle/reuse ≥  65% of non-hazardous construction/demolition debris by weight 
· Install smart irrigation controller 
· Plant three 15-gallon trees per 10,000 sq ft developed area (65% drought-tolerant). Existing trees 
(any species) ≥ 6” diameter count toward required tree planting. 

· Install high-efficiency toilets 

LEED certification equivalent 

High-rise building > 75 feet in 
height 

Refer to requirements for non-residential, hotels/motels, lodging houses, or mixed-use, ≥ 10,000 
sq. ft. floor area and < 25,000 sq. ft. 

LEED silver certification 
equivalent  

Non-residential, lodging 
houses, or mixed use, ≥ 
25,000 sq. ft. 

Refer to requirements for non-residential, hotels/motels, lodging houses, or mixed-use, ≥ 10,000 
sq. ft. floor area and < 25,000 sq. ft. 

LEED silver certification 
equivalent  














